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SIDE A 

0 Introduction 

sl8 Vera was born in Ukraine — her father and mother were both 

teachers. Because this was right after the Russian Revolution 

she went to stay at her mother*s house after her birth. 

1:28 Vera * s grandfather was a Russian Orthodox priest in Ukraine. 

1§55 Her mother died while she was still an infant ; her father later 
remarried and she had one half sister. 

2:26 Conditions in Russia during Vera*s childhood: Small village, 

mostly farming people, her father taught school in a local school, 
the family actually lived in the school house (one bedroom, 
kitchen and living room, curtains for inside walls). 

.3:54 Favorite foods in Russia: Borstch, not much meat, kasha (cereal) 
eaten with butter or milk — foods"eaten one thing at a time” 
bread, eggs . 

5:32 Farmersk^ere still independent in her early childhood; she remembers 
later when their positions and land were "taken away from them , 
and the people were forced to form collective farms 1 .' 

6:42 Father's attitude about the Soviet government at that time — he was 
very optimistic about it at first and even enlisted in the Red 
Army. Joining the army helped him to survive— "up to the end, 
he believed in Russian government." 

8:45 Vera and her family have to escape from their village because 

of a disagreement with a Russian official (this was during World 
War II). Her father was taken away and they never saw him again. 

10:17 Vera and her mother and sister hide in a barn — the Germans came 
and surrounded the area, but they "escaped the front." 

They find a small room and stay there all during the German occu¬ 
pation." 

12s36 Vera goes to a teacher's college to get her teaching credential 

in all subjects . . . she dreamed of becoming a musician, a pilot, 
etc. 
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Vera*s experiences teaching school in German occupied Russia* 

She decides to "volunteer" to work for the Germans as a 
translator, feeling that she has no : ' choice for survival. 

(Her background of having a grandfather that was a Russian 
priest and a non-Communistic mother and father made her 
feel it was necessary for survival to "volunteer.") 

Conditions in Russia during the German occupation. Her job 
was to fill out passes in German and Russian for people to 
use. 

Vera*s language skills: Russian, Ukrainian, German, a little 
English. 

Vera goes to Germany: She first gets sick with Typhus, 
then Germans lose the area to the Russians (she was afraid 
the returning Russians would not understand why she had 
worked for the Germans. So she decided to go on the train 
to a German prison camp — her mother and sister stayed in 
Russia and she has never seen them since. 

The prisoner-of-war Russian camp in Germany — conditions 
were very bad and she almost died. 

"Then the Americans camel" She worked as a house maid for 
a German family during this period and it was very hard work. 
She had no other pla ce to go, sojeven when the Americans 
came, she decided to stay in Germany. 

Vera is put into another refugee camp, but she and a friend 
escape. She finally emigrates to the United States in 1947* 

The trip to the United States is very exciting ■— she lands 
first in New York, later goes to Nursing School (because she 
had left all her papers in Russia). . . she had two children, 
but one was stillborn. 

Vera becomes involved in "a spiritual life"while working as 
a nurse. She studied at a seminary correspondence school 
and graduates. Since that time she has worked in the 
spiritual area. 
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Vera discusses her job with the "Our Days" newspaper in Bryte. 
This Russian Christian newspaper began in 1966 and it contains 
many different types of articles for Russians. People subscribe 
from all over the world — even one from Moscow! 


The trip to Sacramento began in Kansas City she felt the need 
there to wite a book with a message for young people about the 
spiritual life she had found. . . she began to feel unable to make 
much of a contribution in the church in Kansas City. 


Vera moves to Montebello, California to work at a mission for 
Russians. 


She later decides to come to Bryte to fill a vacancy on the 
newspaper staff (in 1977)* 


Peelings about other Russian cultural connections in Bryte — she 
is"so wrapped up in her work"that she hasn’t had time to mix much 
with other Russians in her neighborhood. 


The Russian language in Bryte: Dialects of many types ex ist here; 
Some have been in China, some born in South America,etc. so there 
are many versions of the language in Sacramento. 


American citizenship is very important to Vera --"I don’t feel 
part of the Russians here." She feels very Americanized. 


Ability to cook Russian foods. 

She now belongs to an American church because she feels she 
doesn’t "fit" with the Russians anymore — I’m different. 

Vera has no desire to ever return to Russia again and has never had 
any contact with her family there. 



